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This booklet is an interesung contribution to the knowledge of frogs of the Oriental region for two reasons 
This 15 in fact the first comprehensive work on this area since the book Fhe Amphibur of the Indo: Auviratian 
urclnpclago publ shed by P N van KaMPEN In 1923. Second y ts interest is increased by the fact that Java was the 
first country where frogs from this part of the world were studied by western scientists, both in the field and «n the 
collecuons, 1 rogs of Java were sent by Ktn and yas Hashi Bon, Mac Nt07 and others (sec ApITK, 1989) to 
Leden (Netherlands? and evcnanged with Museums all over Europe As a consequence, many of the widely 
distributed species of South East Asia have ther type lovality n Java (Indonesta). For these reasons many 
scientists and amateurs were awaiting a revised guide of the species of tius island 


This book clearly not only meant for the scientists specialized m the Oriental batrachofatna but also for 
the people woraing m the Lelu and conc. rned abet «onservat,on matters I me tdes a chapter on te bro ogy 
of amphib.ans, and an explanation of the classicaion adopted. Thi autor adopts the latest vdsstllcslions 
proposed for the frogs of this region. accepting a family Megophryidae and the di sons of the Bafonidac and 
Randuc. m particular the restricted «onset ot the genus Ron as proposed by Dt bois (1987 1992) 


Two seys should help the reader to denti the adults and tadpo;es of the amphib;an spe ies The adult key 
helps to fad the vdentihxatron at tne family or sabramih lesel tor certam monotype families tbe species is 
mdisated) The ;uthor aho proposes frgarcs presenung drawings of mam ol the speucs and showing their 
general body shape Such drawings can be very vela to help identitkaten. The hoy fcr the tacpoles anows 
Mdenfication at the species level and it is ompletad by draw ines of the zeneral morphology of th tadpoles and 
of their mouthparts. 


In the systen ata caapts r, amphibians ot iso orders mliding eight [m lies are prexnted ging toresch 
9E the 41 species rhe scientific name with 4s etn logs the F nel sh name ans the oalta me 'he ts pe-loca iiss 
id (s pespeume s arc marate A short dseriptron is followed bx data on adalt s ze shm texture «nd coou 
The des. ripinve pert is com pkcted by a series of oooga information «onceramg r producion habitat and 
siet. The disti but on is gnen indicat ng pre se locas es sere tne spucies ha» been found giaa relerenas to 
voll. tion specmens. and 1. 1» completed by data on the dist; Pto? outside La and Bai Fnalh the author 
Mies to Cover v nong mies and discusses related species In fats sectien are isted some ot the hithe known relatos 
nus Aopiir (s s dec ribed as new za th s booa Hhrec ot tne. isted speres wei 


apeuies V specs of tne 
introduced by man to Jaa 


Phy which cos not 4a i seng complete à gosari oplag tne 
esf the amiphibrins o. Java and Bai An andy te the 
sient ti names aad te Indenesan and Er cs news to find relevant u formis Go? The posk misha 
sth sers use alo our petes o, thc species preseated -nihe previeusclapters Thox st w Lac gener aset o! 
the spectes and. sse some cases ol coloar vira on w tan species as for example Raras fs t shown g a bae 
colour vatiant 


The haok prese its tlen a biblieg 
techna terms ased ma c Hist of the s 


The hoor «lar 3 aisplaxs some w Aa&nesses sonen ng beossephs end treabi ent ot su amm es doss 
not gne origmal references to names of the species mentioned, and docs not indicate if names bsicd are 
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synonym», different combinations or even other species which arc close to the species al stake This may seem to 
bea mmor drawback, but it is important for .nformation retrieval in bibliography cspecally .f the book is to be. 
used by non-specialists There are no references in relation to the taxonomy adopted by the author which would 
permit the reader Lo decpen its knowledge Some of thc synonymies proposed. as for Bufo chloroguster Daudin, 
180? (sec Di nois & Ont, 1999), are not supported by any data t would be very useful to join a map showing 
the locahties mentioned, or to mdicate coordinates for these localities. 


This book is clearly a first step to a field guide of the amphibians of Java and Balı As acknowledged by the 
author .n the Zorenord, the book should be completed concerning distribution data, but aso concermng 
taxonomic information. This field-guide will nevertheless be a useful tool to advance our stale of know.edge on 
the batrachofauna of this important subregion 
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